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fearless In every other crisis, will prefer to flatter crime rather
than forfeit their popularity in such a cause. Alike in the
case of Rodney's misconduct, and in that of the misconduct
of a greater man than Rodney at Naples, Fox gave lasting
and indisputable proof that his love for England's honour
was stern and unyielding, and not merely that gossamer
patriotism which floats very prettily in the sunlight, and
disappears with the first rustle of popular ill-will.
Fox had his limitations, his omissions, his indolences.
He lived in the midst of many hardships and injustices,
that excited his sympathy, without stirring him to patient
and unflagging exertion, and there were flagrant anomalies,
particularly in the administration of justice, lying outside
the arena of politics, which he was content to leave there
with only a passing remonstrance. He never raised his
voice against the rule of the squire which was stifling the
civic spirit in the country, and with all his enthusiasm for a
more popular system of government, he never applied his
mind industriously to the great problem of Parliamentary
reform. But with all these shortcomings he remains one of
the chief heroes in the gallery of English freedom. There
was scarcely a reforming movement in which he did not
play his part. He was the great protagonist of constitutional
freedom in its long and chequered struggle with a crafty
king. He did more than any other important statesman to
extend the range and improve the spirit of public discussion,
and to create a vigilant public opinion. He struck a power-
ful blow at corrupt and clandestine government. He left
to a party that had inherited bad memories of religious
proscription an ideal of absolute toleration. If he stood
apart from the visions of the democrats, he had a great
conception of the state as based on a wide citizenship, the
attribute of personal Independence, and he transformed the
Whig principles of Locke into a system compatible with
a genuine democracy. Except for three years when he
renounced the struggle, he never allowed tyranny a blood-
less victory over the most obscure of his countrymen, and